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Admissions/Financial Aid 

 The 719 members of the Class of 2020 were selected from a record 

applicant pool of nearly 9,200 applicants (49% were accepted early 

decision). During the fall semester 37 members of the class are 

participating in Skidmore’s London First-Year Experience program.  

 The first-year class is comprised of 59% females and 41% males, 

24% self-identify as domestic students of color, and 11% are 

international students from 54 different counties. 15% of the class 

are the first in their family to go to college. 

 Skidmore has increased its financial aid budget from $15.1 million 

in 2003 to $42 million today.  43% of the College’s students receive 

some form of Skidmore grant.  The average post-college debt for 

Skidmore graduates is $22,557 (below the national average). 

 

 

Students/Faculty 
 The John B. Moore Documentary Studies Collaborative (MDOCS), 

launched in 2014, is an interdisciplinary program to develop 

student, faculty, and staff skills in telling stories that matter through 

documentary media and technologies such as film, audio, 

exhibition, and multimedia.  MDOCS offers workshops and classes, 

connects Skidmore with the community through the Skidmore-

Saratoga Memory Project, and brings students and practitioners 

together through campus programming, internships, and the summer 

Storytellers’ Institute.  A new student-run documentary festival will 

be held during summer 2017. 

 Participation in the Faculty-Student Summer Research Program 

surged from 7 students in 2005 to 74 in 2016.  Faculty members and 

students spend the summer conducting original scholarly research in 

a wide array of subjects ranging from malaria, diabetes, obesity, and 

fetal alcohol spectrum disorder to such timely issues as hydro-

fracking, Common Core, renewable energy, and immigration.   

 The College’s 2015-16 athletics program saw 14 of 19 teams go on 

to Liberty League postseason play, while 4 of those 14 teams 

advanced to national tournaments; highlighted by men’s basketball 

advancing to the second round of the NCAA Tournament for the 

second consecutive year.     

 Twice each year a number of student-athletes become Thoroughbred 

Society members at a special ceremony for earning a GPA of 3.67 or 

higher (from the previous semester). At the spring 2016 ceremony 

106 athletes were acknowledged and 113 at the fall event.   

 96 Skidmore students received funding for 2016 summer internships 

and experiential learning opportunities throughout the U.S. and 

abroad.  Each year gifts from Skidmore alumni, parents, and friends, 

Skidmore’s student government, and the SEE-Beyond Awards 

program help to make this possible.   
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Other 
 Forbes.com placed Skidmore seventh on its list of “America’s Most 

Entrepreneurial Colleges,” noting the popularity of its MB107, the 

introductory course requiring real-world case study and in-person 

presentations to executives.  For its percentage of alumni 

entrepreneurs, Skidmore is one of 20 “startup colleges” on the 

Forbes list.  In addition, online-accounting-degrees.net lists 

Skidmore ninth among its “Best Small-College Business Degree 

Programs.”  

 Skidmore earned an “A” rating for fiscal health from Forbes 

College Financial Grades and is once again ranked among the top 

100 colleges in the nation by Forbes.  

 Skidmore has received great press attention that includes:  ranked 

#38 by U.S. News and World Report, named one of the schools 

most committed to ensuring socioeconomic opportunity by The New 

York Times, and described as one of the top liberal arts colleges for 

monetary return on investment by Money Magazine.  In addition, 

The Princeton Review ranked Skidmore third on the list of “Best 

College Dorms.” 

 Skidmore’s 2.1-megawatt solar array and micro-hydro project 

produce 30% of the College’s electricity needs.  In addition, 40% 

of campus is heated and cooled with geothermal energy, and an 

additional well field is being installed. 

 The Frances Young Tang Teaching Museum and Art Gallery has 

received several major gifts, including more than 500 photographs 

from the Jack Shear Collection.  Shear’s donation serves as a visual 

history of photography from its inception in the 1840s to the present 

day.  Other gifts include 40 contemporary works on paper from the 

collection of Anne and Arthur Goldstein, a $1 million gift from The 

Laurie M. Tisch Illumination Fund, and a $100,000 challenge grant 

from the Ellsworth Kelly Foundation. 

 Skidmore received gifts of more than $35 million, the second largest 

total in history from 9,500 alumni, parents, and friends, during the 

2015-16 giving year.  Last year’s Reunion giving exceeded $8.3 

million from 1,493 alumni, which included six class records and four 

Reunion records. 

 Skidmore Fund gifts—more than $7 million for the third consecutive 

year—support every aspect of a Skidmore education including 

financial aid and learning in labs, classrooms, studios, and beyond; 

endowed gifts strengthen the College in perpetuity. 

 1,084 alumni, parents, and friends generously supported Skidmore at 

a leadership level. Presidents Society donors contributed more than 

$31.4 million in the 2015-16 giving year. And, over 3,600 alumni are 

recognized as 1903 Society members for their consecutive support of 

Skidmore for three or more years. 

 Skidmore’s programming is enhanced by major awards from The 

Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, Davis United World College 

Scholars Program, Getty Foundation, Andy Warhol Foundation for 

the Visual Arts, Lincoln and Therese Filene Foundation, The Arthur 

Vining Davis Foundations, Laurie M. Tisch Illumination Fund, 

Charles Hayden Foundation, Price Family Foundation, and The 

Teagle Foundation. 

Good News and Accomplishments 


