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Job Descriptions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AAC Responsibilities 
 

 

• Contact prospective students according to the admissions calendar. 
 

 

• Represent Skidmore at local college fairs/college nights. 
 

 

• Interview prospective students who request a local interview and submit a written or 

electronic report of each candidate. 
 

 

• Host/attend receptions or send-off parties for prospective students and their families, when 

appropriate. 
 

 

• Maintain accurate and up-to-date information about the College and community. 
 

 

• Update Skidmore College (Admissions or Alumni Affairs) with ANY changes to contact 

information and annually renew interest in AAC program participation. 
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Job Descriptions 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Admissions Office Responsibilities 
 

 

• Communicate regularly with AACs and provide current information regarding the 

College and the College community. 
 

 

• Provide regular and timely notification of decisions of students they interviewed. 
 

 

• Notify AACs of the Admissions Office travel schedule. 
 

 
 

• Mail to AACs materials needed to represent Skidmore at college nights/fairs. 
 

 

 

 

 

AAC Contacts 
 

 
 

AAC Coordinator………………………………. Lisa Rinaolo-Johnson ‘88, Associate Director of Admissions 

AAC Program Assistant ……………………… Eriko Fujita, Admissions Assistant  

Alumni Board/Admissions Liaison………….. Claire Solomon ’10,    term 2015-2018 
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Admissions Calendar 
 

September-December……………………………………………………………………….……………….......................  

Admissions staff members travel to selected secondary schools, attend national and regional college fairs, and 

meet with AAC volunteers. On-campus interviews are available Monday-Saturday, and several Open House 

programs are held in the fall.  The office is open most Saturdays from 8:30 am to 12 noon.   

 
November 15……………………………………………………….…………………………………………...... 

Early Decision Round I (ED I) application deadline. 

 
Mid-December…………………………………………………………………………………………………........................ 

ED I decisions are mailed to applicants. 

 
January……………………………………………….…………………………………………………………… 

Receptions for prospective students are hosted by the Admissions Office and AACs in selected areas. 

 
January 15………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Early Decision Round II (ED II) application deadline. 

Regular Decision application deadline (Admissions). 

 
Late January………………………………………………………………………………….……………….......................... 

Junior Admissions Workshop (JAWs) is held.  The program is an introduction to the college application process for 

alumni sons/daughters, faculty children, and siblings of current Skidmore students who are high school juniors.  For 

further information, contact the Office of Alumni Affairs. 

   
    February 1…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

    Deadline to apply for Financial Aid for Regular Decision Applicants. 

 
Mid-February………………………………………………………………………………………...................... 

ED II decisions are mailed to applicants. 

 
December- March………………………………………….………………………………………..................... 

Regular Decision applications are reviewed by the Admissions Committee. 

   
    February-April…………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
    Typically we hold five Intro to Skidmore programs for sophomores and juniors. 

 
    Late March…………………………………………………………………………………………...................... 

Admissions decision letters are mailed.  (This date varies a few days each year but is usually just before April 1). 

 
April………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  

All admitted students and their parents are invited to Accepted Candidates Day programs on campus. Three or four 

of these programs are offered each April. We also host the SUCH counselor tour in April along with Union, Colgate 

and Hamilton. 

 
May 1……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Accepted Candidates’ reply date for regular decision candidates. 

 
April-May………………………………………………………………………………………………………. ……………... 

Admissions staff members do some spring travel around the country attending college fairs and college night 

programs recruiting juniors in high school. 

 
June-August…………………………………………………………………………………………. …………… 

Thousands of visitors come to campus for tours, interviews and group information sessions. We also host two 

Summer Open Houses, one in July and one in August, and a summer Counselor Tour for international 

counselors 
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AAC Calendar 
 
 
 
 

September-J a n ua ry…………………………………………………………………………………… 

AAC VOLUNTEERS:  Represent Skidmore at assigned college fairs and return contact cards and 

banners to Admissions office immediately. 

Conduct personal interviews for prospective first-year and transfer applicants as 

requested and submit a written or electronic evaluation of each candidate. 

Read the AAC handbook and review Skidmore website to be aware of updated 

information. 

 

February, March, April……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

AAC VOLUNTEERS:  Represent Skidmore at assigned spring college fairs and return cards and banners 

to Admissions office.       

Conduct personal interviews of prospective transfer applicants as requested 

and submit a written or electronic evaluation of each candidate. 

 
May…………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 AAC VOLUNTEERS:  Dispose of all outdated recruitment materials. Renew your continuation  

as an AAC by responding to request from Admissions.      
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Interviews 
 
 

When 
Interview evaluations are most useful when they are received prior to the first review of the 

applicant’s file. This review takes place in November for Early Decision Round I applicants and 

around January 15 for Early Decision Round II and Regular Decision applicants.  Transfer 

applicants are interviewed at any time throughout the year.  

 
After being contacted by a prospective student requesting an interview, you should meet with the 

student as soon as possible and return the evaluation promptly to the Admissions Office, 

addressed to the attention of the Alumni Admissions Coordinator.  The quickest method would 

be to email evaluations directly to either Lisa Rinaolo-Johnson (lrinaolo@skidmore.edu) or Eriko 

Fujita (efujita@skidmore.edu).  

 
Students are instructed that interviews must be completed by JANUARY 31, 2017 (either on 

campus or with an AAC). 

 

The last day that Admissions will send out requests to the AAC for an interview would be 

January 1, 2017. 

 
Where 
The most convenient place to hold an interview is best determined by the AAC and the 

candidate.  Obviously comfort and convenience on both parts must be considered.   

 
Some AACs arrange to conduct interviews at the local library, a coffee shop, or at the 

applicant’s school.  Independent schools, in particular, are often willing to provide a place for 

private interviews. 

 
How to Conduct an Interview 
The purpose of the interview is twofold:  to enable the Admissions Committee to find out more 

about the applicant, and to enable the applicant to learn more about Skidmore College. There is 

no set formula for conducting an interview.  Simply be yourself and let the applicant do the 

same. 

 
The main objective to the interview is to have the applicant leave feeling good about 

him/herself and about Skidmore College. Set the interviewee at ease. Keep the conversation 

informal, relaxed, and pleasant. Be especially sensitive to the fact that the interviewee may be 

hypersensitive to nuances that might be considered judgmental or evaluative. Please do not 

take notes during the interview. 

 
Ask for the meaning of important events and activities to the applicant.  (“Why was that 

particularly important to you?”  or “What do you feel you learned from that?”) 
Interview should last at least 25 minutes 

If you don’t know the answer to a question – say so 

When preparing for an interview, check out the latest information on the 

Skidmore home page at http://cms.skidmore.edu/index.cfm 

mailto:lrinaolo@skidmore.edu
mailto:efujita@skidmore.edu
http://cms.skidmore.edu/index.cfm
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Interviews 
 

 
 

Suggested Topics to Get the Conversation Going 
 

Academic/Intellectual 
 

 

• How the college search is progressing 
 

• Favorite school subjects and why he/she enjoys them 
 

 

• Things he/she would change about his/her self 
 

 

• Research experience, if any, and reaction to it 
 

 

• Honors and accelerated courses taken, if any 
 

 

• Candidate’s own assessment of the quality of his/her own academic record; personal 

attitudes, preferences, problems, if any, and strengths 
 

 

• Unusual educational experiences 
 

 

• Reading preferences and habits; favorite or recently read books 
 

 

• Most memorable assignment 
 

 

• What would your teachers say about you if I met them 
 
 
 

Extracurricular 
 

 

• Activities and interests pursued outside of class 
 

 

• Work experience, summer activities 
 

 

• Volunteer work 
 

 

• Travel experiences with family, friends, or alone 
 
 
 

Personal 
 

 

• Plans for college and career ideas, if any 
 

 

• Proudest achievement and why it is important to him/her 
 

 

• What he/she considers to be his/her greatest strengths and weaknesses 
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Interviews 
 

Information to Communicate 
 

• Your personal interest in the candidate 
 

• What is distinctive about Skidmore 
 

• A truthful and realistic impression of Skidmore 
 

• Your enthusiasm for the College 
 

• The level and type of challenge Skidmore provides 
 
 

Please DO! 

 
Read over the most recent Quick Facts from the Skidmore Office of Institutional Research at 

https://www.skidmore.edu/ir/facts/quick/.  This will provide you with good information that will 

help answer some of the questions from your interviewees.   Be prepared for some difficult 

questions and be free to admit when you don’t know an answer.  You can get an answer to a 

question by calling the Admissions Office or emailing Lisa Rinaolo-Johnson at 

(lrinaolo@skidmore.edu).  This may provide you with another opportunity for follow-up with a 

student.   Recognize that the student may be VERY nervous so try to put them at ease. 

 
Please Don’t! 

 
Don’t allow parents to be present during the interview.  Instead, please plan on spending 5 - 10 

minutes after the interview conversing with them. 
 

Don’t let the interview last less than 25 minutes or longer than 1 hour.  

Don’t tell an applicant whether or not he or she is likely to be admitted.  

Information of Interest to the Admissions Committee: 

• Applicant’s insight and initiative 
 

• Level of maturity and purpose 
 

• What motivates him/her academically and otherwise 
 

• His/her level of curiosity, intelligence, and ability to articulate 
 

• Evidence of originality, concern for others, leadership ability, and self-confidence 
 

• Special talents, activities, interests, skills, and jobs 
 

• Unusual circumstances, if any 

https://www.skidmore.edu/ir/facts/quick/
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Interviews 
 

 
 

Evaluating the Candidate 
 

 

• Send a report to the Admissions Office within two days of completing the interview. 

Evaluations may be emailed to Lisa Rinaolo-Johnson (lrinaolo@skidmore.edu) or Eriko 

Fujita (efujita@skidmore.edu) .   If you do not send back an evaluation we have no 

way to confirm that the interview actually occurred.  If a student takes the 

necessary steps to schedule and complete an interview, the Admissions office 

wants to know this information.  We track demonstrated interest.  
 

 

• The report can be quick notes on the form provided or a brief letter/email - whatever works 

best for you.  
 

 

• Content will vary according to what was discussed, but you should include general 

impressions of the candidate and use specific examples when possible. 

 
The Selection Process 

 

 

Admissions decisions are based largely on the strength of a candidate’s credentials, with the 

school record being the most important.  Consideration is given to the depth and breadth of the 

coursework pursued, the competitiveness of the school, and academic trend. Because each 

applicant is treated on an individual basis, there are no “cutoffs” for grade point average (GPA), 

class rank, or standardized test scores, if submitted.  In addition to the student’s school record, 

attention is paid to special abilities or talents, to responsibilities a student has assumed, and to 

contributions made through service to school, community, or family. 

 
Personal qualities such as leadership, initiative, concern for others, open-mindedness, maturity, 

dependability, and self-reliance are also important. 

 
Letters of recommendation from the guidance counselor and from two teachers provide 

important input.  Recommendations from alumni, friends, and others are welcome and are 

useful if they provide information about the candidate not otherwise available. 
 
 
 

Each application is reviewed on an individual basis 

 
Competitiveness of the applicant pool changes each year 

 
Standardized test scores are less important that the high school record, if submitted by 
the student 

mailto:lrinaolo@skidmore.edu
mailto:efujita@skidmore.edu
mailto:hwoolley@skidmore.edu).%20%20%20If%20you%20do%20not%20send%20an%20evaluation
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College Fairs/Nights 
 
 
 

AACs will be asked to represent Skidmore at college night/college fair programs held by individual high schools 

or by a group of schools.  Generally, representatives are placed at tables in a gym, cafeteria, or other large 

facility and students and parents stop by briefly to get information. 

 
Procedure 

The Admissions Office will contact an AAC directly.  Every effort will be made to inform an AAC 

of a program and send them the necessary information well in advance.  Likewise, if you find that 

you don’t have enough materials or for an unforeseen reason are no longer able to cover the 

program, please let the Admissions Office know immediately.  Remember, last minute 

cancellations result in an unstaffed “Skidmore table,” which leaves a negative impression 

on all who attend the fair. 

 
Preparation 

• Early in the fall, check your supply of publications and contact cards. 

• If you didn’t discard out-of-date materials in the summer, please do so now.  Dated 

materials might supply misinformation. 

• The Admissions Office will send out new materials, if necessary. 

• Allow at least two weeks for large materials to be sent by mail. 
 

 

• Read the handbook and other materials, and review the Skidmore website at 
http://www.skidmore.edu.   

• Check current fees and enrollment figures. 

• Read up on campus news on the website and prepare to give examples of recent 
campus events. 

 

 
 

• Carry materials in a professional looking bag (briefcase, large canvas tote bag) and bring the 

following items: 

• 3-4 ball-point pens 

• Name tag 
 

 

• Check details of exact time and place well in advance. 

• Sponsor of event will have information about travel directions, parking, 

exhibit space, refreshments, and number of students expected. 

• Arrive early and allow plenty of time to find a place to park your car, carry your 

materials to the facility, locate your table, and set it up. (The earlier you arrive, 

the better your parking space!) 
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College Fairs 
 
 

Display  

Neatly display your materials.  

Here is an example of what  

works well  

  

 
It is a good idea to open the view book to a colorful picture for your table.  It makes the 
table display more interesting to prospective students and their families. 

 
 

Student Contact 
 

• Always stand behind your table. Standing gives the impression of an alert and 

informed representative.  Also, at some programs, standing in front of the table is not 

allowed! 

 
• When a student stops at the table, you should initiate the conversation.  Students may be hesitant to 

speak first for a variety of reasons.  Also, be sensitive to students who simply want to pick up 

information and move on.  We don’t want to create an impression of a pressurized “hard sell.” 

 
• Each student should fill out a contact card, even if he or she has already visited or received 

information about Skidmore.  Please check each card to make sure it is filled out completely. 
 

Professional Contact with Guidance Counselors 
 

• If possible, try to establish contact at some point during the event to gain additional insight on 

numbers of students in attendance, previous and future programs, etc. 

 
• Thank sponsors for inviting us and indicate pleasure in meeting their students. 

 

Follow-Up 
 

• It is essential to return the Contact Cards and College Fair Evaluation Form to the Admissions Office 

IMMEDIATELY. 

 
• The student’s name will be added to the appropriate mailing list for immediate follow-up. 

 
• As soon as the College Fair Evaluation Form arrives, it will be forwarded to the Travel Coordinator. 

He/she will find your comments helpful in planning future travel and college fair coverage (was it a 

worthwhile fair, should we have more coverage, etc.). 

Brochures/Open           Brochures/Open                                                     
 Facts and Stats Brochures         
          

                                      Contact Cards 
 
           Pens    Pens 
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Skidmore: What to Emphasize 
 
 

The College’s Excellent Academic Reputation 
 

• Faculty members are distinguished scholars, lecturers, and researchers. 

 

• Student/faculty ratio is 8:1, which promotes close interaction between students and 

faculty, with numerous opportunities for faculty/student collaborative research. 

 

• Some recent rankings can be found here: 

http://www.skidmore.edu/admissions/info/reviews.php  

 

• Average class size = 16. 

 

• Creative Thought Matters! 

 

• Balance between the liberal arts, fine visual and performing arts, and career-specific 

programs such as business, education, and social work.  The breadth of Skidmore’s 

curriculum is greater than many colleges our size. 

 

• The tradition of interdisciplinary perspectives is introduced to all first-year 

students as a part of the First-Year Experience program (FYE) in nearly 40 

Scribner seminars (offered exclusively to first-year students in the fall 

semester.)  All courses are taught by senior faculty members and enroll 15-16 

students. Discussions are led in a seminar style and each student’s professor 

will be his or her academic advisor until officially declaring a major, at the end 

of three or four semesters. Many of the courses may look familiar to you as 

they have been offered as part of the Liberal Studies curriculum (LS 2 courses). 

All are truly interdisciplinary, exploring a subject from multiple perspectives, 

sometimes combining art with science, math with art history, economics and 

the environment, physics with history, etc.  Incoming first-year students list 10 

seminars choices and over 90% are assigned to one of their top 3 choices. 

 

• The listing of the current seminars can be found at 
http://www.skidmore.edu/fye/scribner/.  The seminars change from year to year 
so stress to students that many of the topics will change. 

 

The Value of a Liberal Arts Education 
 

• Training to think and solve problems rather than pursue a narrow path. 

 

• Required areas offer a structured curriculum with much flexibility. 

 

• Students study what they enjoy, but they must also explore varied disciplines. 

 

• Each major provides an opportunity to delve into an area of interest in depth. 

 

• Approximately 60% of students study abroad at some point during their time at Skidmore. 

http://www.skidmore.edu/admissions/info/reviews.php
http://www.skidmore.edu/fye/scribner/
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The Diversity of Skidmore’s Student Body 

 

• Approximately 2,400 men and women from 45 states, the District of Columbia, and 60 

foreign countries 

• For the class of 2020, approximately 23% of the students identify themselves as students of 

color, approximately 11% of the first-year class are foreign citizens, another 7% are dual 

citizens and 14% of the class are first generation students. 

• Approximately 50% of Skidmore students receive some form of financial aid. 
 

 

The Residential Nature of Skidmore 
 

• Housing is guaranteed for all four years and is touted to be among the best in the Northeast. 
First year students will be housed in triple or double rooms. Currently 94% of the student body 
lives on campus. All resident halls are coed.  There are some specialized housing floors in the 
residence halls that can be requested such as : 

 
    

Substance Free Floor 

 

The purpose of the Substance Free Community is to support all students in their decision to not allow 

alcohol or other drugs to negatively affect the community in which they live. Further, the Substance Free 

Community exists in order to provide students with a comfortable, safe, living environment free from the 

pressures associated with alcohol and other drugs. This community is closely-knit as students share this 

common bond. Students who are in substance abuse recovery programs are encouraged to apply.  

 

Students living within this community agree to three conditions: 

•Not to physically bring drugs and/or alcohol into this community 

•Not to enter this community under the influence of drugs and or alcohol 

•Not bring guests into this area who are under the effects of drugs and/or alcohol 

 

If student who live in this community are found to violate any of these conditions they may be asked to 

move out of the community.  

 

Substance Free – Quiet Floor 

 

The Substance Free - Quiet Floor is located on the 3rd floor of Howe Hall within the Substance Free 

Community and will observe 24-hour quiet hours in addition to the other conditions to substance free 

living.  

 

Global Community 

 

The Global Community is a new Special Interest option for the 2016-2017 academic year. This 

community has been designed for students who value learning about other countries. This community is 

open to all students (domestic, international, study abroad alums, etc.) who wish to learn more about the 

global influences on students  

 

Multicultural Community 

 

The Multicultural Community is a new Special Interest option for the 2016-2017 academic year.  This 

community will provide opportunities for students to learn about and appreciate the diverse backgrounds 

of their peers. This community is open to students of all racial and ethnic identities.  
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Gender Neutral Housing 

 

Gender Neutral Housing is an option provided within our Residence Halls to allow students to live outside 

of the standard confines of housing by legal sex. Students choosing this option will be housed in either a 

section of Wiecking Hall where the bathroom is not gendered or in a suite in one of our 8 other 

Residence Halls where the bathroom is not gendered.  

 

Quiet Floor 

 

The Quiet Floor is a community that is designed to provide a quieter atmosphere than most Residence 

Halls in hope of providing an environment that meets the needs of students that need a quiet 

environment for their studies.  

 

This floor will observe 24-hour quiet hours year round. Student who live in this area that violate quiet 

hours may be asked to move out of the community.  

 

Women's Housing 

 

Keeping with our roots of initially being founded as a women's college, Skidmore College currently offers 

women's floors within our residence halls. These floors provide our female students with an opportunity 

to live in a floor community consisting exclusively of other women.  

 

Honor's Forum Housing 

 

Housing option available only to students in the Honor's Forum. Students applying for this option will not 

need to complete the "2016-2017 Special Interest Housing Application".  They instead should connect 

with the Honor's Forum staff to indicate their interest.  The Office of Residential Life in conjunction with 

Honor's Forum will then set up students with access to the actual selection process.   

   

• Varied living options – singles, doubles, triples, suites, townhouses, and off-campus housing  

(available to only upperclassman.)
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What to Emphasize about Skidmore 
 
 
   

Career Development Services 
Skidmore's Four-Year Career Development Initiative is a new program that engages students in their first 
year through their last year and beyond, see the following link for details: 
http://www.skidmore.edu/career/timeline/index.php. 

 

Other important information about post-graduate outcomes can be found on the Career Development 
Services webpage under, http://www.skidmore.edu/career/outcomes/index.php. Click on the link to the 
Post-Graduate Developments Outcomes brochure for specific information. 

 

The Vibrant Social Life of the College 
 

• There are over 120 clubs and organizations on campus. 

• Lectures, movies, recitals, productions, weekend parties, athletic events and other social and 

extracurricular events are standard activities.  Over 1,000 events are planned on campus each year! 

• Coeducation has changed the social pattern on campus – over 90% of the students live on campus 

and stay on campus for the weekend. 

• Opportunities abound to volunteer within the community. 

• Newsweek Magazine named Skidmore the 9th “Happiest” college in the US 

• Forbes magazine recently named Skidmore as the #7 most entrepreneurial college in the US. 
 
 
 

Varied Range of Athletic Opportunities 
 

• Skidmore competes in Division III athletics and fields 19 intercollegiate varsity teams (see view book 

for current listing). We are a member of the Liberty League Athletic Conference 

• In the past three years alone, Skidmore teams have earned national rankings in women’s field 

hockey, men’s golf, women’s tennis, riding, women’s soccer, men’s ice hockey, men’s lacrosse, 

men’s soccer and men’s and women’s basketball. 

• Individual Skidmore student-athletes have excelled on the national level as well. 

• While approximately 20% of Skidmore’s students compete in at least one intercollegiate sport, 

nearly 75% participate in some form of organized athletic or recreational activity. 

• In 2015-16, four Skidmore teams won the Liberty League conference; men’s basketball, men and 

women’s tennis and golf (it was the golf team’s 29th appearance at the NCAA tournament and 

only 6 teams have more NCAA tournament appearances than Skidmore.) 

• For specific team information please consult and refer students to the team pages of the 

Skidmore athletics home page at h t t p : / / s k i d m o r e a t h l e t i c s . c o m / .   

• Any student interested in competing on a varsity team SHOULD contact the coach directly. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.skidmore.edu/career/timeline/index.php
http://www.skidmore.edu/career/outcomes/index.php
http://skidmoreathletics.com/
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Location of the College 
 

• Saratoga Springs, population 30,000 is a small city rich in history and culture. 

• Winner of one of five “Great American Main Street Awards” in 1996 from the National Trust for 

Historical Preservation. 

• Travel and Leisure Magazine named Saratoga Springs as one of the top 10 Main Streets in the 

USA and one of the best college towns in the country. 

• Lively city filled with excellent restaurants, shops, and cafes. 

• Saratoga Springs is 3 hours from New York City, Boston and Montreal. 

• Summer home of the New York City Ballet and the Philadelphia Orchestra at SPAC, which also hosts 

the Newport Jazz Festival and a variety of rock and pop performers. 

• Thoroughbred horse racing and polo matches from mid-July to Labor Day. 
 
 
 

 

Commonly Asked Questions 
 
 
 

Q:  What is the student enrollment? 

A:  Approximately 2,400 students. 
 

 

Q:  Are most of the students from New York State? 

A: No. Less than one-third of our students reside in New York, another third come from New England 

and the eastern seaboard, and a final third come from the rest of the United States and many foreign 

countries.  In the current student body, 45 states and 60 foreign countries are represented. 

 
Q: What is the male/female ratio? 

A: Overall, the campus is approximately 40% male, 60% female. 

 

Q: Is Skidmore test-optional?  * NEW INFORMATION* 

A:  Yes, Skidmore became test optional on April 1, 2016. Students may submit either the SAT or ACT if 
they feel their standardized testing results best represent their academic potential. We will not make any 
assumptions as to why some students choose to submit scores while others do not; all applicants will be 
given equal consideration in our holistic evaluation approach. 

 

The College will, however, continue to require standardized testing (SAT or ACT) for the following 
populations of applicants: International students other than those who have attended an English-language-
based school for at least three years (see policy below), homeschooled students, and students attending 
secondary schools offering written evaluations without accompanying grades. Applicants for the Porter 
Presidential Scholarships in Science and Mathematics are encouraged to submit SAT/ACT and any SAT 
subject tests in math and science. 

 

Specifically, for international students, we require applicants to submit SAT I or ACT scores if English is 
not the first language and the student has not attended a high school for at least three years where 
English is the only language of instruction. The TOEFL or IELTS is also required if English is not your first 
language. If you have attended a high school for at least three years where English is the only language of 
instruction, or if you are enrolled in an IB diploma program, we can waive this TOEFL/IELTS requirement. 
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Q:  What is your median SAT and ACT scores? 

A:  For the most recent class, median SAT score for accepted candidates was 1310 for critical reading 

(CR) and math (M) and 1950 for CR, M and writing.  The median composite ACT score was a 29.   

 
Q: Will you use the new or old SAT? 

A:  The College Board launched the new SAT this past spring, which will have an optional writing 

section. Skidmore will not require the writing section for students taking the new SAT. 

 
Q: Are SAT IIs required? 

A: No.  They can be helpful in the admissions process, lending support to an application but are not 

required.   

 
Q:  How important are the SAT’s? 

A:  We are test-optional so they are not the most important factor in an admissions decision.  The 

Admissions Committee looks at many different things:  high school record, personal essay, 

recommendations from guidance counselor and teachers, and extracurricular involvement, as well as 

test scores.  Probably the single most important thing we look at is the high school record – not just the 

grades earned but the rigor of the program, context of high school competitiveness and academic 

trend. Has the student opted for honors and advanced courses when possible?  How strong a program 

has the student chosen for the senior year?  The SATs become an additional piece of the puzzle. 

 
 
Q:  How important are rank-in-class and high school average? 

A: We evaluate the rank and average very individually. Because of tremendous variations in the 

competitiveness of high schools, and because not all high schools adjust rank in class to reflect honors, 

advanced and AP courses, it is very difficult to say what rank-in-class or average a student needs to 

have to be accepted at Skidmore.  In addition, a majority of the student body comes from high schools 

where no rank is given (less than 30% of the class of 2019 had a rank provided.) 
 
 

Q:  What are the most popular majors? 

A:  The most popular majors for the class of 2015 were: Management & Business 

(12.8%), Psychology (8.5%), English (7.7%), Economics (6.8%), Art (5.8%) and Environmental 

Studies (4.8%), Political Science, changed name of major from Government this spring, (4.4%), Int. 

Affairs (4.4%) 

 
Q:  When do students have to declare a major? 

A:  Students are asked by the Registrar’s Office to officially declare a major by the end of their 

sophomore year.  This is not binding, however, and a number of students change their minds after that 

and have no problem making changes. 

 
Q: Can I double major? 

A:  Absolutely.  Over 60% of our students will pursue a double major, major-minor combination(s), or an 

inter-departmental or inter-disciplinary major. 

 
Q:  What percentage of graduates attend graduate school? 

A:  Immediately following graduation, roughly 20-25% of our graduates are enrolling in graduate school. 

That ranges from health-related fields to advanced studies in disciplines, to certification programs and 

professional degrees. Five-year surveys show that by then, nearly 55% of our graduates have pursued 

graduate coursework. 
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Q: Can I study abroad or off campus for a semester or a year? 

A: Most definitely and it is an option that over 60% of our students will pursue before graduating from 

Skidmore College. Popular programs include semesters in Paris, Madrid, India, Bath, England, London, 

Italy, South America, the African continent, and Asia.  Skidmore operates its own programs in London, 

Paris and Madrid, where students can choose from a semester or year-long stay. In addition, we offer 

over 140 approved off campus programs. Any student on a Skidmore or other approved program can 

use their Skidmore financial aid package to travel abroad for a semester or year-long program. 

Stateside, we have students studying in Washington, D.C. as a part of the Washington Semester 

Program, Woods Hole (MA) Marine Biological Laboratory and at the Skidmore-Spellman Exchange 

program. Our Office of Off-Campus Study and Exchanges can find transferable opportunities for 

students majoring in any discipline. 

 
Q:  Are you need blind in your admissions process? 

A:  No, we are need blind through most of the process, but when all of our financial aid budget has been 

allocated a student’s admission decision may be impacted by our ability to meet his/her need. 

 

Q:  Do you offer merit scholarships? 

A:  Yes.  99% of our financial aid budget (over $40 million) is allocated on the basis of demonstrated 

financial need. The remaining 1% supports two small, discipline specific merit programs. The first is 

the Filene Music Scholarship, which is awarded to 5 students annually.  Each Filene scholarship 

amounts to $48,000 total - $12,000 each year at Skidmore.  Recipients are judged on musical 

performance and, while expected to participate in the music program, are not required to be music 

majors.  The second scholarship is the Porter Scholarship in Math and Science is a $15,000 a year 

scholarship awarded to 5-7 students annually who demonstrate exceptional talent, interest and 

engagement in the science/math/computer science areas.   

 
Q:  Can I defer my admission for a year? 

A: Yes. Each year a handful of students request the option to defer their enrollment to Skidmore for a 

year.  An enrolled student who defers admission at Skidmore cannot matriculate at another college or 

university during the interim year.  

 
Q:  What is the housing like at Skidmore? 

A: The residence halls on Skidmore’s campus include single, double, and triple rooms organized into 

suites. The dorms are coed by suite and first year students are assigned to triples or doubles.  Sussman 

Village apartments opened in 2013, and first housed residents for the 2013-2014 academic year.  Each 

apartment houses three to four students.  The North Woods Apartment complex first opened in fall 2006 

with an addition that was built in 2011, housing two to four students per apartment.  Similar to 

Sussman Village, all students will have wonderful access to the campus community.  These projects 

were constructed and are maintained in an environmentally friendly manner.  The buildings are heated 

and cooled using geo-thermal technology and were built using the topography and natural wooded area 

as a part of the design. 

 
Q:  Is housing guaranteed for four years? 

A:  Yes.  All students who wish to live in College-supervised housing are guaranteed a room for 4 

years. Currently, 94% of Skidmore’s students live in campus housing. 
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Commonly Asked Questions 

 
 
 

Q:  How is the food at Skidmore? 

A:  Skidmore’s dining hall is very accommodating of different meal preferences (kosher, vegetarian, 

gluten free etc.) and is known for its varied options and excellent food.  A large salad bar is always 

available, in addition to a variety of main entrees, side dishes and desserts.  Skidmore operates its own 

dining services, thus we reduce the amount of “dietary red-tape” some students encounter at colleges 

where outside vendors (i.e.Marriott, Aramark, Bon Appetite, etc.) are contracted.  Dining Services is 

very receptive to suggestions from members of the Skidmore College community.  In addition, the 

dining hall was renovated in 2006 at a cost of $ 9 million.  The motivation behind the dining hall 

renovation was not only to update the facility, but also to give students more and healthier dining 

options.  The floor plan revolves around a central kitchen with different ‘stations’ spread around the 

kitchen.   

 
Q:  What is the social life like at Skidmore? 

A: Thousands of scheduled events take place on campus each year, including lectures, speakers, 

debates, concerts, movies, recitals, art exhibits, athletic events, and club-sponsored activities. The 

Student Government Association has a large budget from which a significant portion is appropriated to 

the Student Entertainment Committee (SEC) to organize events for the entire campus. In addition, each 

residence hall has a social committee and a budget to arrange dorm functions and all campus events. 

 
Q:  How diverse is the student body? 

A:  Currently our population is about 23% students of color, 12% international, another 7% dual citizens 

and 14% are first generation students. One of the stated goals of the College is to actively recruit 

students from diverse backgrounds. 

 
Q:  What sports division does Skidmore belong to? 

A: Skidmore competes at the Division III level of the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) and 

is a founding member of the Liberty League.  The men’s ice hockey team is a member of the ECAC 

hockey league and the women’s riding team is a member of the Intercollegiate Horse Show Association 

(IHSA).  Other Liberty League member schools include Clarkson, Union, Vassar, RPI, Rochester, Hobart 

and William Smith, Bard and St. Lawrence. W e  f i e l d  19 intercollegiate varsity teams each year. 
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Additional Facts about Campus Buildings, Departments and Clubs 
 
 
Zankel: 
• Completed in January 2010 
• Facilities: 600-seat concert hall with an orchestra pit, a recording studio, 75-seat recital hall, an 

outdoor amphitheater, classrooms, offices, storage for student instruments, 14 practice rooms 
• Building is geothermal 
• Concert hall: designed for optimal acoustics (bamboo, paint, cloth on seats, no HVAC system) 
 Sprung floors for dance collaborations, usually a biennial ballet (spring 2015 Sleeping Beauty) 
 
 
Music Department: 
• Studies in: musicology/ethnomusicology, music theory, music technology, individual and group 

performance, recording, history of composers, classical, jazz, rock/pop, cultural music, non-
western, and the Beatles 

• Orchestra, jazz ensembles, guitar ensemble, brass ensemble, flute ensemble, string ensembles, 
vocal chamber ensemble, and chorus 

• Private one-on-one instruction available for credit ($660 for thirteen 45 min lessons / $860 for 
thirteen 1 hour long lessons a semester) 

• Filene Music Scholarship: audition-based for classical musicians, $12,000/year, at least 4 
recipients/year 

 
Janet Kinghorn Bernhard Theater: 
• Facilities: workshop space, 400 seat main stage theater, black box theater, full professional 

costume, light, and set shop 
• Each semester there is one main stage, one black box, and 3-6 student workshops 
 
Theater Department: 
• Major Concentrations: acting, directing, design 
• Past performances: American Medea, Blood Wedding, If All the Sky Were Paper, Sweeney Todd, 

The Penelopiad, Back County Crimes, etc. 
• Students assistant-design and solo-design sets, lights, costumes, and sound 
• Theater Company: one-credit course that meets once a week, helps with productions, critiques 

shows that go on in the department, brings in guests to talk about internship and professional 
opportunities, and have alumni return to campus to talk about life after Skidmore 

 
 
Art History Department: 
• Graduates approximately 15 majors a year 
• Close to 100% of art history students study abroad 
• 2 of 5 faculty members specialize in non-western art history  
• Courses in: African, Asian, Native American, Latin American, European and other Western Art; also 

classes in Interior Space and City Design 
• Connection with the Tang Museum  
 Some classes are taught in the Tang; many students intern to curate there and other local or 

national museums (MoMA, Met, etc.) 
 
 
Arts Administration Department: 
• Offered only as a minor 
• Studies in: marketing, ticket sales, fundraising, staff organization, audience participation, and venue 

management 
• Fields of employment: music, dance, theater and visual arts 
• Minors must major or minor in any Arts, or at least 3 additional courses from other departments art 

departments including studio art, art history, management and business, music, dance, and theater 
 
Saisselin Art Building: 
• Open 24/7 
• Schick Art Gallery: brief exhibits curated specifically to relate to the curriculum 

Other galleries on campus: Case gallery, Howe-Rounds gallery, and Scribner Library (all for student 
work), The Schick gallery and the Tang (mostly for visiting artists) 

• We do not have a dark room on campus 
• Storage is available for all art students 
• Each floor supports a different medium: 3D, 2D, and Digital Art 
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Studio Art Department: 
• Classes in: art theory, ceramics, communication design, drawing, fiber arts, painting, digital 

photography, animation, sculpture, jewelry and metals, and printmaking 
• Majors complete a minimum of 13 studio art courses and 3 art history courses for at least 60 credit 

hours 
o Students may choose primary and secondary concentration 
o Senior art majors must exhibit their work in the Senior Thesis Exhibition in the Tang 
 
Scribner Library: 
• The library closes at 1AM on weeknights (2AM during finals) 
• Facilities: 4 floors and a basement, Media Services, IT Help Desk, Media Viewing Room, GIS 

(Geographic Information Systems) Center for Interdisciplinary Research, rare books room, Writing 
Center, 33 individual study rooms, and 25 group-study rooms 

o Writing Center: on the fourth floor, time can be reserved with trained student tutors in varying 
majors and disciplines; free for all students 

o GIS Center: on the second floor and includes computers with ArcMap Software for mapping 
technologies, as well as GPS units; free for all students 

o Media Services: in the basement with over 20 computers pre-installed with Adobe software for all 
multimedia purposes, as well as audio-visual materials; free for all students to rent and use 

• Over 130 computer stations (both Mac and PC) are distributed throughout the library; we have free 
printing and campus-wide wi-fi 

• Inter-Library Loan System, databases, catalogs, digital collections, and reference guides can all be 
found on the library website 

• Our librarians specialize in multiple disciplines 
• Access to over 350,000 volumes and 70,000 journals and periodicals 
• Total audio visual collection is 5,756, which includes DVDs, CDs, LPs 
 
 
Mathematics and Computer Science Department: 
• Courses in: algebra, calculus, programming, algorithms, theory, problem solving, probability and 

statistics, graphics, software design, etc. 
• Students may compete in contests, participate in collaborative research, and be invited to join Pi Mu 

Epsilon (National Mathematics Honorary Society) 
• Graduates go on to: secondary education, actuarial work, financial work, animate for companies 

such as Pixar, DreamWorks, The Federal Reserve, Google, and Microsoft 
 
Economics Department: 
• Concentrations in: international, macro-economics, micro-economics, and governmental public 

finance issues  
• 1/3 of the upper level courses are in international economics 
• Strong applied microeconomics focus on topics such as the economics of health and healthcare, 

the economics of sports and industrial organization 
• Large overlap with business and math departments 
• Graduates go on to: finance, law, economic research firms, non-profits, government, teaching and 

academics, etc. 
 
Geoscience Department: 
• Studies in: geology, climatology/paleoclimatology, hydrogeology, and paleobiology 
• Courses in: dinosaurs, sedimentology, global biogeochemical cycles, geomorphology, and 

oceanography 
• Majors that participate in research have opportunities to go to conferences such as: the Geological 

Society of America (GSA) 
• Examples of research: Studying oxygen isotopes in stalagmites from the Yucatan peninsula to 

determine past hurricane events; classifying new species of an extinct group of marine mollusks 
from the Devonian era 

 
Environmental Studies Department: 
• Concentrations in: social and cultural perspectives, and environmental science 
• Courses in: conservation, watershed assessment, urban ecology and restoration ecology, 

sustainable development, Adirondack wilderness, disease and the environment, environmental art, 
environmental journalism, and ecology of food 

• Many ES courses are field based 
o Skidmore’s North Woods: 600 acres used for research 
• Works with local groups (Wilton Wildlife Fund and Saratoga PLAN) for different conservation and 

sustainability in Saratoga County  
• Majors must do a senior capstone relevant to the Saratoga Springs community 
• Examples of research: determining the effect of invasive zebra mussels on water turbidity in 

Saratoga Lake; case studies of the local food markets in Saratoga Springs 
 
Physics Department: 
• Courses in: astronomy, astrophysics, modern physics, mechanics, acoustics, geodynamics, 

electricity and magnetism, and quantum mechanics 
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• Offers a 3+2 engineering program with Clarkson and RPI and a 2-1-1-1 program with Dartmouth 
College (85% of applicants are accepted) 

• Examples of research: Creating a long term comprehensive model of surface ocean energy transfer 
through wave dynamics of the Chesapeake Bay; modeling the density of galaxies using data taken 
from Hubble Space Telescope and Arecibo Observatory in Puerto Rico 

 
Chemistry Department: 
• Concentrations in: biochemistry and general chemistry 
• Courses in: organic chemistry, physical chemistry, biochemistry, inorganic chemistry, analytical 

chemistry, food chemistry, and forensics 
• Emphasis on communication skills and proficiency in instrumentation 
• Majors are encouraged to get ACS (American Chemical Society) certification 
• Examples of research: building a cost-effective urine-based diagnostic test for malaria; examining 

different pathways organisms use to translate the genetic code in respect to the amino acid 
asparagine 

 
Biology Department: 
• Concentrations in: integrative biology, cell & molecular biology, and ecology & evolution 
• Courses in: cell biology, molecular biology, genetics, microbiology, ecology, evolution, animal 

behavior, and microscopy 
• Introductory biology courses are required for Neuroscience, Environmental Studies, and Exercise 

Science majors 
• Focus on microscopy techniques and scientific writing 
• Examples of research: studying Fetal Alcohol Syndrome using zebra fish as a model organism; 

examining the evolution and cell biology of cell wall polymers in penium; analysis of biological 
clocks and the underlying expression of circadian rhythm in fruit flies 

 
HPAC (Health Professions Advisory Committee): 
• Mission: to identify, guide and advise students preparing for careers in health professions and to 

provide schools with candid evaluations of these students at their request 
• Students are given an additional advisor who will advise which courses to take for their specific 

health-related interest 
• Can be utilized with any major, though must follow the general health schools requirements 
• National average for acceptance into medical school is around 40%; in recent years, the average at 

Skidmore is around 73% 
 
Management & Business Department: 
• Encourages the integration of management theory, faculty research, ethical behavior, and business 

practice 
• Introductory course: MB107: Students prepare original business project plans that are formally 

pitched to real-life executives after a semester of extensive research and theory learning through 
lectures. This experience enhances collaboration and presentation skills.  Executives from 
companies such as Netflix, Apple, and IKEA, have graded the presentations. 

• Courses in: branding, accounting, marketing, consumer behavior, organizational theory, advertising 
& promotion, human resource management, and business strategy 

• Students often double major 
 
World Languages & Literature Department: 
• Courses in: French, Spanish, German, Italian, Japanese, Chinese 
• Self-Instructional courses in: Arabic, Hebrew, Korean, Portuguese, Hindi, and Russian 
• Foreign Language Lab: 4th floor of Palamountain, multimedia classroom, viewing lounge, study and 

work areas, and foreign television stations received via satellite 
• Language Across the Curriculum classes: independent courses used to integrate foreign language 

into students' disciplines taught in English 
 
English Department: 
• One of the largest English Departments of any small, liberal arts school (35-40 faculty) 
• Courses in: Shakespeare, literature from the 18th, 19th, 20th, and 21st centuries, poetry, fiction, 

non-fiction, fantasy, dystopian literature, Milton, Chaucer, travel writing, food writing, journalism, 
queer fiction, disabilities studies, children's literature, etc. 

• 65-85 majors graduate every year (many are double majors) 
• There are two areas of concentration for the English minor: literary studies and creative writing 
• Creative writing courses offered in: poetry, fiction, and non-fiction 
• Has a Journal of Arts and Letters: Salmagundi Magazine, which is a quarterly of the Humanities 

and Social Sciences 
• Graduates go on to: journalism, non-profits, teaching, publishing, law school, etc. 
 From the Class of 2014, 97% of graduates are either employed or in graduate programs 
 
Education Studies Department: 
• Graduated majors are qualified to take NYS certification exam to teach grades 1-6 
• Majors must have an accompanying minor or second major 
• Minors available in: social foundation & social context of education and development & learning 
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• Volunteer opportunities on campus through the Early Childhood Center or Greenberg Childcare 
Center, and off campus through Saratoga elementary schools 

o Early Childhood Center (ECC): laboratory school, contains observation facilities, volunteer and 
working opportunities with pre-schoolers under faculty supervision 

 
 
Psychology Department: 
• Concentrations in: clinical psychology, developmental psychology, neuropsychology, and 

social/personality psychology 
• Courses in: neuroscience, social psychology, cognitive psychology, computational psychology, 

clinical psychology, developmental psychology, and sports psychology 
• Students in Intro to Psychology must participate in at least 3 senior research projects 
• Service learning opportunities and internships 
o ECC, Greenberg Childcare Center, Saratoga Bridges (disabilities resource center), Four Winds 

Hospital (mental health psychiatry center) 
• Graduates go on to: graduate school, medical school, social work programs, youth care counseling, 

school counseling, teaching, therapy, etc. 
• Examples of research: testing the efficacy of cannabinoids (marijuana) on epilepsy; examining the 

effects of music on creative thought 
 
Neuroscience: 
• Interdepartmental; combines biology, psychology, and chemistry 
• Concentrations in: bio behavioral, cellular, & molecular neuroscience, cognitive neuroscience, 

applied neuroscience, and pre-medical neuroscience 
• Research is collaborative with other departments 
 
Anthropology Department: 
• Emphasis on: native North America, Latin America, East Asia, and Sub-Saharan Africa 
• Graduates go on to: graduate school, medicine and public health, environmental protection, social 

service, education, museums, and historic preservation 
 
Sociology Department: 
• Study the way groups are organized, how they function, how they change, and how they influence 

and are influenced by human behavior 
• Courses in: social theory, research methods, and statistics 
• Internships in: local environmental organizations, local district attorney’s office, local correctional 

facilities, etc. 
• Graduates go on to: graduate school (sociology, law, business, criminal justice, urban planning, and 

social work), teaching, research, business, law, etc. 
 
Social Work Department: 
• Knowledge of human behavior, social welfare policy and services, and research, with the values 

and skills of the social work profession 
• Students graduate with a BSW (Bachelors of Social Work) 
• Internship opportunities at local non-profit agencies 
• Senior majors must complete a full time internship (about 30 hours/week), and at least 100 hours of 

community service 
 
American Studies Department: 
• Focus on past and present life and culture (race, gender, class, and ethnicity) in the United States 
• Interdisciplinary classes in: music, history, arts, dance, literature, government, education, 

economics, sociology, gender studies, philosophy, etc. 
• Courses in: popular culture, ethnic and immigrant experience, music, sports, media and film, food, 

Civil Rights, New England, African American experiences, cosmopolitan experiences, literature, etc. 
• Internship opportunities in: museums, government agencies, social service organizations, 

communication centers, etc. 
 
History Department: 
• Focuses on time between the fall of Rome to the present 
• Internship opportunities in: Saratoga Battlefield, and Military Heritage Institute 
• Graduates go on to: graduate schools, law school, teaching, government jobs, journalism, etc. 
 
Asian Studies: 
• Interdisciplinary major 
• Concentrations in: India, China, and Japan 
• Courses in: history, art, religion, philosophy, culture, language, art history, etc. 
• Graduates go on to: teaching, journalism, foreign services, business, law, graduate school, etc. 
 
Latin American Studies: 
• Interdisciplinary minor 
• Comparative study of Latin American society and culture, drawing from such disciplines as 

anthropology, archaeology, art history, economics, history, language, literature, and political 
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science 
• Internship opportunities in Saratoga surrounding immigration issues 
• Graduates go on to: travel, teaching, policymaking, living and working abroad, etc. 
 
International Affairs: 
• Interdisciplinary major 
• Four clusters of requirements:  Political, economic, cultural, and environmental 
• Most students double major or minor 
• Graduates go on to: state departments, foreign services, United Nations, business, international 

organization, etc. 
 
Gender Studies: 
• Interdisciplinary major 
• Originally women studies department 
• Courses in: gender identities & sexualities, LGBTQIA construction, femininity and masculinity 

construction, etc. 
• Most students double major 
• Graduates go on to: Planned Parenthood, domestic violence centers, advocacy centers, non-profit 

organizations, psychology, law, and writing 
 
Media and Film Studies: 
• Interdisciplinary minor 
• Explores the function and structure of written, aural, and visual communication systems 
• Courses in: media & culture, applied media, media & literature, contemporary regional cinema, 

visual sociology, global media, film, journalism, etc. 
• The newest minor on campus 
 
 
Exercise Science Department: 
• Focus on the relationship among physical activity, nutrition, and human health 
• Courses in: applied physiology, anatomy &kinesiology, muscle physiology, nutrition, etc. 
• Advanced technology, machinery, and equipment for student research: 
o DXA (Dual-energy X-ray Absorptiometer) Body Machine: measures body fat and bone density 
o Metabolic room & Bioplex: blood chemical identifier 
o Barometric Pressure Chamber: stimulates varying degrees of pressure to study effects on the 

physiology of a person 
o Venus Occlusive Plethysmograph: measures blood flow 
• Dual-degree nursing program with NYU: students who take certain coursework and graduate with 

appropriate GPA, are accepted into NYU College of Nursing (accelerated 15 or 18 month program) 
• Graduates go on to: physical therapy, occupational therapy, athletic training, cardiac rehabilitation, 

chiropractic medicine, sports medicine, physician assistants, etc. 
• Examples of research: minimizing the dangers faced by first responders by mitigating the effects of 

dangers (funded by FEMA and Homeland Security); studying type 2 diabetes and insulin sensitivity 
 
Dance Center: 
• Facilities: two large studios, lounge areas, dressing rooms, 184-seat Dance Theater,  
 stage has sprung floors and is covered with Marley 
 
Dance Department: 
• Concentrations in: modern and ballet 
• Courses in: ballet, contemporary, African dance, Indian dance, Pilates, jazz, character, yoga, tap, 

and choreography 
o Include theory and technique; range from beginning to advanced 
o Open to all students, but are on par with conservatories 
• Live musical accompaniment in all studio classes  
• Invites guest artists annually 
• Most students double major or minor (very popular minor) 
• Performances: both for faculty and student-produced 
• Capstones combine learnings of student choreographers and dancers in culminating work 
 
Political Science Department (formerly Government): 
• Government is equivalent to Political Science at Skidmore 
• Concentrations in: American government, comparative government, international relations, and 

political theory 
• Courses in: Middle-eastern politics, psychology of politics, constitutional law, civil liberties, 

immigration politics, European politics, Caribbean politics, African politics, Latin American politics, 
etc. 

• Internship opportunities in: local government and law (NYS Assembly and Senate) 
• Washington Semester Program: attend courses at American University, hold internships at 

congressional and agency offices, and complete an independent project 
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Classics Department: 
• Focus on the language, literature, art, history, politics, and people of Ancient Greece and Rome and 

their impacts on modernity 
• Concentrations in: ancient literature, art history, and archaeology 
• Intensive focus on critical thinking and writing skills 
• The small department allows for a mentoring program between upper and underclassmen 
• Travel seminars offered to Athens, Rome, and Bath 
• Internship opportunity to excavate at archaeological sites throughout the Mediterranean 
• Graduates go on to: law school, teaching, museum studies, artistic directories, biological research, 

advertising, etc. 
 
Philosophy Department: 
• Focus on transforming our assumptions about what is good and what is real into questions 
• Courses in: existential philosophy, logic, aesthetics, ethics, Buddhist philosophy, environmental 

philosophy, metaphysics, 20th-century philosophy, etc. 
• Graduates go on to: graduate school, teaching, business, law, etc. 
 
Religion Department: 
• Investigate how religions shape and are shaped by human cultures from multiple theoretical 

perspectives 
• Courses in: history of religion, philosophy of religion, feminism and gender studies, semiotics, 

postmodernism, cultural studies, phenomenology, and psychology of religion 
• Majors must take one Abrahamic religion course (Judaism, Christianity, or Islam) and one non-

Abrahamic religion course (Buddhism, Hinduism, Confucianism, Daoism, etc.) 
• Graduates go on to: graduate school, seminary, law, diplomatic service, human services, 

journalism, business, etc. 
 
 
Core Requirements: 
• Expository Writing  
• Quantitative Reasoning  
• Natural Science 
• Social Science 
• Humanities 
• Arts 
• Non-Western Culture or Cultural Diversity Study 
• Foreign Language (1 semester) 
 
 
Research: 
• Research in every department, some departments have paid positions as research assistants 
• In the sciences, research is done for credit during the academic year 
• Students can begin doing research second semester of their freshmen year 
• Usually, no application required to begin research for credit 
• Summer Collaborative Research: students apply, around 90 chosen, 10-week room and board are 

provided for free and students receive a $2,000 stipend 
 
Sustainability: 
 
• Sustainability groups: Sustainability Reps, SuCo, Ecoalition, SkidEats, Skidmore Bike Share, 

Community Garden, Composting Group, and Cool Cities Campaign 
• Skidmore campus is roughly 40% geothermally heated and cooled  
o We were given an extremely prestigious award from the Association for the Advancement of 

Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE) for our geothermal projects 
• Community Garden: run primarily by students, produce is sold to the dining hall 
 
Pre-Orientation: 
• Available to all first-year students for a small fee (about 50% class participation) 
• On campus programs: Skid-News, WSPN, community service, The Tang, sustainability, theater, 

etc. 
• SCOOP (Skidmore Outdoor Orientation Program): in the Adirondacks, lodging option available, one 

on Lake Placid 
• Students are given a Peer Advisor to answer questions and promote bonding 
 
 
Clubs & Organizations 
 
Students often have questions about specific clubs and organizations on campus. Here is a list of clubs 
(organized in categories) for reference when interviewing students or attending a college fair. More 
information can be found at http://www.skidmore.edu/sga/.   
 
 

http://www.skidmore.edu/sga/
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Multicultural Clubs: 
• African Heritage Club 
• Asian Cultural Awareness  
• Chinese Culture Club  
• HAYAT (Middle-Eastern awareness) 
• Hip Hop Alliance. 
• Spanish Club 
• International Student Union (ISU) 
• NihonGo! (Japanese culture awareness) 
• Raices 
• Skidmore Pride Alliance 
• Ujima 
 
Athletics & Outdoor Clubs: 
• Alpine Ski Team 
• Circus Club 
• Club Basketball 
• Cycling Club 
• eSports 
• Halfbreds (Men’s Club Hockey) 
• Martial Art Club 
• Nordic Ski Team 
• Outing Club (**most popular club on campus/biggest budget) 
• Polo Club (riding) 
• Quidditch Club 
• Running Club 
• Sailing Club 
• ThoroughBears (Ultimate Frisbee) 
• Snow Sports Club 
• Women’s Hockey Club 
• Yoga Club 
 
Music Clubs: 
• Accents (all-female a cappella) 
• Bandersnatchers (all-male a cappella) 
• Drastic Measures (co-ed, charity a cappella) 
• Dynamics (co-ed, a cappella) 
• DJs Anonymous 
• Lift Every Voice Gospel Choir 
• Lively Lucy’s Coffeehouse 
• Pulse! 
• Skidaiko 
• Sonneteers (all-female a cappella) 
• Student Entertainment Committee (SEC) 
• Treble Makers (all-inclusive, co-ed a cappella) 
• WSPN Radio 
 
Dance Clubs: 
• 213 Crew (hip-hop) 
• Breakbeats (all-inclusive) 
• Rithmos (jazz, hip-hop) 
• Irish Dance Club 
• Swing Set 
• Stompin' Soles (tap dance) 
• Terpsichore (choreography) 
 
Comedy & Theater Clubs: 
• Ad Liberal Artists/Ad Libs (improv comedy) 
• Awkward Kids Talking (improv theater) 
• Cabaret Troupe Club  
• Sketchies (sketch comedy) 
• Skidomedy (sketch comedy) 
• Skidprov (all-inclusive, improv comedy) 
 
Media, Print & Publication Clubs: 
• Anime Club 
• BARE (sexuality forum) 
• Eromdiks (Yearbook) 
• Film Appreciation Troupe 
• Folio 
• LINE Art Review 
• Photography Club 



 27 

 

• Skidmo' Daily (satire) 
• Skidmore Literary Society  
• Skidmore News (digital newspaper) 
• SkidTV 
• Skwizards 
 
Religious Clubs: 
• Christian Fellowship 
• Hillel 
• Newman Club  
 
Academic Clubs: 
• Chemistry Club  
• Chess Club 
• French Connection 
• Geology Club 
• Model EU 
• Model United Nations Club 
• Society of Physics Students 
• Skidmore College Emergency Medical Service (SCEMS)  
• Pre-Law Club 
• Pre-Health Club 
• Women in Business 
 
Political, Advocacy, and Awareness Clubs: 
• Active Minds (mental health awareness)  
• AIDS Benefit 
• American Red Cross Club 
• Animal Alliance 
• Benef-Action 
• Democracy Matters 
• Eco-alition  
• FeelGood 
• Feminist Action Network 
• Fight Club 
• HIPS Club (body positivity) 
• J Street U (Israeli-Palestine conflict discussion) 
• Pro-Arts 
• Skidmore Democrats 
• Skidmore Republicans  
• SkidEats 
• Skidmore Education Taking Action (SETA) 
• Students United for Public Education (SUPE) 
• UNICEF 
• Voices for Planned Parenthood (VOX) 
 
Other Clubs: 
• Foundry Club (blacksmith) 
• Humans versus Zombies (HvZ) 
• Paranormal Skidmore 
• Random Acts of Crafts (RAC)  
• SkidMarket (investment club) 
• Speaker's Bureau 
• Late Night Club 
  
 

Glossary 
 

 

A 
Advanced Placement (AP) - The College will grant credit up to a maximum of 16 semester 

hours towards graduation to those students achieving a grade of 4 or 5 on an AP exam.   

 
American College Test (ACT) - The ACT combines some elements of both the Scholastic 

Aptitude Test I (SAT I) and the SAT II (subject tests).  A composite score is given in addition to 

individual scores.  This test is popular particularly in the mid-West and South.  Skidmore 
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requires either the SAT or ACT. 

 
Application fee - Skidmore’s non-refundable application processing fee is $65. 

 

 

C 
Candidates reply date (May 1) - Most colleges and universities agree  to a common enrollment 

deposit deadline for regular decision, so that students are not pressured to put money down at 

one school before having a chance to consider all options.  If no reply is given by this date, the 

offer of admission may be withdrawn.  Early Decision candidates are expected to respond to the 

Admissions Office within three weeks of receipt of Skidmore’s offer and to withdraw all other 

applications. 

 
Club Sports – Inter-collegiate, non-varsity athletic teams led and often coached by students, 

volunteers, or hired coaches. These teams are made up of Skidmore College students as they 

compete against other colleges’ club teams.  The length of schedule and presence on campus is 

dictated by the student interest each year. Popular programs in recent years include- ultimate 

Frisbee, polo, alpine skiing, and men’s and women’s ice hockey. 

 
College fair/night - A program sponsored by one or several high schools to introduce students 

to representatives of various colleges.  Usually attended by juniors, seniors, and their parents. 

 
Common Application - Application form designed and accepted by over 600 private 

colleges/universities.  The purpose of the Common Application is to save students the time that 

would be required to complete individual applications to each school.  Skidmore College 

exclusively uses the Common Application for its own application $65 Application Fee or 

request for a fee waiver is required. 
 

D 
Deferred admission - An accepted student may apply in writing to the Vice President and 

Dean of Admissions for approval to defer his/her enrollment for a year. The student pays the 

required $500 enrollment deposit and, while he/she may take courses during the year, he/she 

may not enroll elsewhere as a matriculated student. He or she must pay an additional $500 in 

January to hold the spot for the following fall.  

 

E 
Early action - Some colleges offer students a non-binding option to apply early.  Students 

accepted under an Early Action plan are not required to enroll at that institution. Skidmore does 

not offer this option. 

 
 

Early Decision Round I (ED I) -Students for whom Skidmore is the first choice college may 

apply early decision and receive a decision on their application approximately four weeks after 

the deadline.  Early Decision is binding, meaning that if a student is admitted then he/she must 

withdraw all other applications and enroll at Skidmore.  The deadline for submitting an ED I 

application is November 15.  A student who applies ED I can either be admitted, deferred into the 

Regular Decision notification group (because we need additional information such as another set 

of senior year grades), or denied. A student who applies ED I and also applies for financial aid 

can be released from the ED agreement if the financial aid package offered does not meet his/her 

family’s need. Families should contact the Financial Aid Office with specific questions.  
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Early Decision Round II (ED II) - Please see above description and note that the deadline for 

submitting an ED II application is January 15, with notification by mid-February. 
 

Enrollment Deposit - Skidmore requires accepted candidates to pay a non-refundable $500 

enrollment deposit in order to reserve a place in the class. 

 
F 
Fee Waiver - In cases of financial hardship, a student may request a waiver of the $65 

application fee. To request a fee waiver the student asks his/her guidance counselor to write a 

letter to the College explaining the financial hardship and requesting a fee waiver. 

 
Filene Music Scholarship - Each year four $12,000/year scholarships are awarded to first-year 

students on the basis of musical ability without regard to financial need. Additional information can 

be found at http://www.skidmore.edu/music/scholarships/filene.php.   

 
Foreign Students - There is no special application form for international students and, they 

must submit official scores for either the SAT or the ACT if they have not been in an English 

speaking school for 3 years.  In addition, if English is not their first language, they should 

arrange to take the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL). We offer a very limited 

number of financial aid awards to students who are neither United States citizens nor 

permanent residents. 

 
Financial Aid - Specific questions about a family’s eligibility for financial aid should be directed 

to the Office of Financial Aid at (518) 580-5750.  AACs should limit their discussion of financial 

aid to the following points: 

• Most financial aid is based upon the demonstrated need of the family rather than 

merit except for the Filene Music Scholarship and the Porter Science Scholarship. 

Need is met through a combination of loan, work study and grant. 

• The regular decision deadline for applying for financial aid is February 1st. The 

deadline for students applying Early Decision is the same as the application deadline 

(ED I – November 15, ED II - January 15). 

• All applicants for financial aid must have their family complete and submit both the 

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and the PROFILE form from the 

College Scholarship Service (CSS) by the published deadlines. These forms are 

available online. 

Applicants with any questions regarding the financial aid application process or award decisions 

should be encouraged to contact the Office of Financial Aid directly. 

 

G 
GPA - Grade point average of a student. May be weighted or unweighted, numerical or letter. A 

weighted GPA gives additional consideration for honors and advanced credit courses.  Un- 

weighted is a straight average which gives equal consideration for all courses. 

 
Grant Assistance - That portion of a financial aid package which does not need to be repaid. 

 

 

I 
Inquiry - A student who has requested information from the College but has not yet filed an 

application is considered an inquiry. 

http://www.skidmore.edu/music/scholarships/filene.php
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International Baccalaureate Exam – The IB curriculum is a series of subjects (offered at the 

higher and standard level in 11th and 12th grade) with additional components directed at writing 

an extended essay and a service option.  Increasing numbers of domestic schools are offering 

the IB curriculum.   Students take IB exams in 12th grade and score from 1-7 (7 being the highest).  

Students can receive credit here at Skidmore for exam scores of 5, 6, or 7 from higher level 

courses only, up to a maximum of 16 semester hours. 

 

 
 

L 
London First Year Experience – Each fall, 36-38 first year students from Skidmore's incoming first-

year class have the opportunity to spend their first semester of college in London.  Students are 

accompanied by 2 Skidmore faculty who serve as advisors and mentors for the students, 

and organize a variety of group cultural excursions and activi ties. The faculty directors 

each teach a required Scribner Seminar. Students take additional classes at the IES 

Abroad (Institute for the International Education of Students) London Center.  All courses 

have been specifically designed for the program and take full advantage of London's 

resources. Students then return to the Saratoga campus in January. Students should indicate 

their interest in this program on the Common Application Member Page. 

 
P 
Part-Time Interviewer - A carefully selected and trained adult who is hired by the Admissions 

Office to help us meet the heavy demand for interviews during the summer and when the 

admissions counselors are traveling.  Interviews conducted by part-time interviewers are 

considered equivalent to those conducted by Admissions staff and AACs. 

 
Parent-to-Parent - A program involving over 150 current Skidmore parent volunteers.  Volunteer 

parents telephone parents of accepted students in April to answer any questions they might have 

about Skidmore. 

 
Porter Scholarship – Merit scholarship based on demonstrated talent, interest and 

engagement in the science/math/computer science areas.  Five to seven students receive 

the scholarship each year.  Each scholarship consists of $15,000 for all fours years at 

Skidmore. 

 
Post-Graduate (PG) - A student who elects a fifth year of high school, usually after already 

graduating from a different high school. 

 

S 
SAT – Standardized Aptitude Test, SAT, or SAT I (to differentiate from SAT II). Administered by 

the College Board and tests students in the areas of verbal, mathematical knowledge and writing. 

Score range is 0-800 on each section and 0-2400 total.  Skidmore College is now test-

optional so students can elect to send scores except the following applicants: 

international students who have not studied in an English-speaking curriculum for at 

least three years, students who have been homeschooled, and students from schools 

providing evaluative summaries in lieu of grades. The College Board will be offering a new 

SAT in spring 2016. Skidmore will not require the writing portion of the new SAT.
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Glossary 

T 
Teacher Recommendations - Skidmore requires each applicant to submit two letters of 

recommendation from teachers who have taught the student in academic courses. 

 
Transfer Students - Transfer students from other accredited colleges and universities are 

admitted for each semester.  Eligible students must submit an official transcript (or transcripts) 

of all college-level work, an official high school transcript, two recommendations from 

professors who have taught the applicant in academic courses, SAT or ACT are now test-

optional except the following: international students who have not studied in an English-speaking 

curriculum for at least three years, students who have been homeschooled, and students from 

schools providing evaluative summaries in lieu of grades and the Dean’s Report.  Students 

considering transferring to Skidmore should be aware of the following dates: 

November 15 - Application deadline for January transfer admissions 

April 1 - Application deadline for September transfer admissions 

We offer a limited number of financial aid packages to transfer students each year.  If they do 

not receive aid when first enrolling, they are not eligible for Skidmore grant assistance until they 

have been enrolled at the College for 2 semesters, or until they reach junior year status, 

whichever comes later. International transfer students who do not receive aid when first 

enrolling are not eligible for aid throughout their time at Skidmore.  
 
 

TOEFL - Test of English as a Foreign Language. This test evaluates a student’s ability to use the 

English language and it is suggested for foreign students for whom English is not their first 

language or who attend school where the medium of instruction is not English.  We consider 

a score of 590 (243 on the computer based administration or 96/97 on the internet based 

administration) as a minimum demonstration of proficiency. 
 

W 
Waiting List - Each year the Admissions Office identifies a number of qualified candidates who, 

although not admitted outright in late March, may be offered a place in the class in early May. 

These students are offered the opportunity to be on the waiting list. 
 
 
 

Y 
Yield - The percentage of accepted students who choose to enroll. 

 

 

Yield Party - An event hosted by alumni in local areas to congratulate accepted students and to 

encourage them to enroll. 
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Code of Ethics 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Skidmore is an active member of the National Association of College Admission Counselors and 

endorses the Association’s code of ethics, called the Statement of Principles of Good Practice. 

The entire document can be found at 

http://www.nacacnet.org/about/Governance/Policies/Pages/default.aspx.  This statement is a 

detailed document, which describes the responsible behavior expected of all who work with 

students in the transition from high school to college.  The Principles state that colleges agree 

that they will: 

 
“Exercise appropriate responsibility for all people whom the institution involves in admission, 

promotional, and recruitment activities (including their alumni, coaches, students, faculty, and 

other institutional representatives) and educate them about the principles outlined in this 

statement.” 

 
We are happy to furnish you with a copy of this document, but would like to point out some 

important highlights: 

 
• An Alumni Admissions Contact often acts as a counselor and should respect the confidential 

nature of the information received from students. 
 

 

• An Alumni Admissions Contact should refrain from making disparaging comparisons 

between Skidmore and other colleges. 
 

 

• Alumni Contacts should keep current with the admission calendar and financial aid process 

at Skidmore. 
 

 

• Contacts are asked to speak forthrightly, accurately, and comprehensively in presenting the 

College to prospective students and their families. 
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Who’s Who in Admissions 
 
 

 
                               Office of Admissions 

  

Skidmore College Hours:   Monday-Friday, 8:30 - 4:30  

Saratoga Springs NY  12866  Saturday (summer 9:00- 

Telephone: 800-867-6007 or 518-580-5570  11:00) 

 Fax-518-580-5584  (school year 8:30 - 12:00) 

 

 

  Mary Lou W. Bates  Vice President and Dean of Admissions &      
Financial Aid 

 
                           Cathy DeLorenzo             Director of Admissions  

  Staff management  

  Job Searches 

Primary Athletic Liaison 

Surveys Communication Plan 

SEARCH 

 
              Matthew Cohen   Senior Associate Director of Admissions  

 Reading Coordinator  

 Common Application Liaison  

           Management of Front Office Staff 

  Management of Application Decision                             
 Processing 

                             

                            Dale Nemer                                                                 Associate Director of Admissions 

 Travel Coordinator 

Special Programs Coordinator  

Open Houses Coordinator  

Accepted Candidates Days  

Coordinator  

SUCH Counselor Tour Coordinator 

 

 

                             Jane Reisman                                                              Associate Director of Admissions 

Special Programs Coordinator 

Open House Coordinator 

Accepted Candidates Coordinator  

Porter Scholarship Liaison 

 
                             
                             Lisa Rinaolo-Johnson  ’88                                            Associate Director of Admissions 

                              (lrinaolo@skidmore.edu) AAC Coordinator 

 Transfer Applicant Coordinator 

                              (Direct line 518-580-5575)  
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Julie DiRoma                                                                 Associate Director of Admissions 

 Parent-to-Parent Coordinator  

  Day Host Coordinator 
  Multicultural Student Recruitment 

 

Sarah Ireland                                                                  Associate Director of Admissions 

Part-Time Interviewer Manager  

On-Site Coordinator of Summer 

Institute 

Manages the Early Decision 

application process 

 
Dean Mendes                                                                  Associate Director of Admissions 

Multicultural Student Recruitment  

International travel 

 

Derick Eng             Associate Director of Admissions 

Group Visit Coordinator 

Student Ambassador 
Coordinator      

 
Ariana Vacs Renwick                                                        Assistant Director of Admissions 

FYE London Liaison 

Multicultural Student Recruitment 

International Travel 

 

    Jade Dennett              Assistant Director of Admissions 

           Filene Scholarship Liaison 

           Multicultural Student Recruitment 

 

    Sanil Patel             Assistant Director of Admissions 

            Multicultural Student Recruitment 

          Summer Ambassador Coordinator 

            Assists with travel planning 

            Assists Porter Scholarship liaison  
 

 
Eriko Fujita                                                                          Admissions Assistant 

AAC Program Assistant 
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Who’s Who 
 

Office of Financial Aid 

 
Starbuck Center Telephone: (518) 580-5750 

Skidmore College Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 - 4:30 

 
Beth Post-Lundquist Director 

(bpostlun@skidmore.edu) 

 
Caryn Marlin Associate Director 

 
 
 
 

Office of Alumni Affairs 
 

 
 

Michael Sposili Director of Alumni Affairs 

(msposili@skidmore.edu) Colton House 

(518) 580-5610 
 

 
Claire Solomon ‘10 Chair of Admissions 

 Admissions Liaison 

 Claire.a.solomon@gmail.com 


